
Name of Intergroup:    Bitterroot Intergroup 
General geographic area:   Western Montana 
Number of Groups:    14 
Intergroup Chair:    Gail M. 
Website address (if any):  (coming soon) 
 

News from our Intergroup:   Bitterroot Intergroup meets monthly via Zoom on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month unless announced otherwise in advance. All of our Board positions are filled. Included are: 
Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, WSBC Delegate and Region 1 Representative. We have a 
Scholarship Coordinator, a new position since our last report, “Public Information and Outreach” chair.  

 

How has your Intergroup adjusted to the changing public health environment?   Our monthly 
Intergroup business meetings began to meet virtually in April. Previously, we used the free conference 
call service, but when Region made Zoom accounts available to Intergroups, we took advantage of it so 
that we could see all of our faces. Most of our groups switched to Zoom meetings in Mid-March when 
our Governor issued the stay-at-home directive. Some of our groups have returned to in-person 
meetings while most are still using Zoom. 

 

Has the OA fellowship in your area been strengthened or weakened by the current public health 
environment?  Why?   For the most part, our members like the Zoom format and we have had visitors 
from other parts of the country attend the meetings. In some ways, it has strengthened many areas 
around our part of Montana by having the benefit of different faces and experiences. One thing that 
may have suffered is our outreach to potential newcomers. We worry that people may not know where 
to find us. 

 

Retreats and/or Events we have offered this year:   Our annual Spring Retreat was postponed until May 
2021. The annual Fall Retreat will be held virtually with a different format than we normally use. 

 

Other services our Intergroup offers:   We offer scholarships for members to attend our retreats. We 
also send our Delegate to WSBC and to Region One Convention when they are held in person. 

 

Has your Intergroup hosted a Region One Outreach or Intergroup Renewal workshop?  Please tell us 
about your experience and outcomes.   We have not hosted one yet. 

 



 

What we are doing to make OA known in our community:  One example, our Bozeman groups asked 
for bulletin board and literature display space in a community recovery center. Members update the 
information and pamphlets regularly. Some members also spread the word to the professional 
community about what OA is and what it is not. 

 

What we’re doing to strengthen our meetings and help our members recover:   We keep local Zoom 
meetings open for conversation after the regular meeting ends. Newer members can then ask 
questions, look for a potential sponsor, etc. during this time just as they would do after a meeting in 
person. 

 

We encourage members to give service by:  Opening meetings, making coffee, etc. At this time, hosting 
and chairing a virtual meeting is an alternative. We like to have as many people involved by serving as 
Intergroup representatives, secretary, and other positions at the group level. With our small 
membership and large geographic area, it is sometimes work to get enough members to serve on the 
Intergroup Board or committees.  

At our business meetings, we announce the Region One virtual sponsorship program and some of the 
groups have added it to their meeting format. 

 

Tips and ideas we’d like to share with other Intergroups:   We are collaborating with the Big Sky 
Intergroup, the Eastern half of Montana, on building an OA website for all of Montana. 

 

We’d like to hear ideas from other Intergroups about:   We would like to have more of our meeting 
representatives attend our monthly business meeting. Most months, we have 1-3 attend out of 14. We 
send reminders and the agenda to all reps ahead of time. 

 

Submitted by:   Gail M., Chair 

Date of Report:   7/30/2020 

 

 


